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A New Year, �old traditions


From firecrackers to parades to elegant parties, people welcome the New Year with happiness and hope.


Let the festivities begin!
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Here’s to a fun-filled New Year’s Eve
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Whether your style for ringing in the New Year is black-tie or laid-back, make your celebration special with good friends – and Lenox.





Add a splash of color to your New Year’s Eve toast by placing a fresh strawberry in each flute before pouring the champagne. For the designated drivers, serve sparkling water with a splash of juice in the Tuscany Seasons( Goblets; the spiral design complements the “bubbly” inside.�


Wish your guests good fortune for the coming year with the Fortune Cookie Placecard Holders. Write a personal New Year’s message on the back of each placecard, and send your guests home with their Fortune Cookie favors.�


If you’re from the South (or simply are superstitious), serve black-eyed peas for good luck. Create an elegant presentation with the Opal Innocence( Vegetable Bowl.�


If your plans call for hosting a New Year’s Day brunch, you can serve mimosas (3 oz. of champagne to each ounce of orange juice) in the distinctive Serpentine( Flute. (But don’t stir the mixture; you’ll lose the bubbles.)





Wishing you and yours a happy, healthy, peaceful New Year.





Read about other countries’ New Year’s celebrations here. <link to pop-up>
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A global sampling of New Year’s celebrations 
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No matter where you are when the clock strikes midnight on December 31, you’re bound to be celebrating somewhere. That’s because all over the world, people herald the New Year with celebrations, prayers, parades, and more. In fact, some countries include customs signifying forgiveness or those that are thought to bring good fortune. Here’s a sampling of some familiar – and not so familiar – celebrations:





America�Did you know that one of America’s most popular New Year’s traditions – the singing of “Auld Lang Syne” (For Old Long Ago) - actually has Scottish origins? 





Bahamas �In the Bahamas, the Junkanoo parade is held, with thousands of people celebrating. Prizes are given to the best costumes, whether the most colorful, strange or beautiful. 





Chinese New Year�On New Year’s Day, gifts are exchanged. On the third day of celebrations, the Lion Dance and Dragon Dance begin. The color red is considered lucky color and can be found throughout the celebrations. The Chinese believe that each year was named after one of 12 animals, each with different habits, strengths, and weaknesses. Your year of birth corresponds to the animal you resemble, according to Buddha. 





Denmark�It is a good sign to find your door heaped with a pile of broken dishes at New Year’s (unless, of course, they’re your favorite Lenox china!). Old dishes are saved all year round to throw at the homes of friends on New Year’s Eve. The more broken dishes you have, the more friends you have! In another interesting tradition, Danes leap off chairs at the stroke of midnight so they can “jump” into the new year.


Greece�In Greece, St. Basil fills the children's shoes with presents at midnight.


Italy�Similar to Danish tradition, Italians toss pots and dishes out their windows to bring good luck. Of course, it’s bad luck if you happen to be walking beneath the windows!


Japanese New Year �The Japanese people decorate their front doors with pine branches, bamboo and ropes that are believed to bring health and long life. Children receive otoshidamas, which are small gifts with money inside. On December 31 bells are rung 108 times to chase away 108 troubles. Once listeners have heard all 108 chimes, they’ve been relieved of each sin. ��Norway�The Norwegians’ traditional meal includes mashed green peas, bacon, mustard, boiled potatoes, and lutefisk. What is lutefisk, you ask? It’s a dried cod fish treated with caustic soda. 


South America�In South America, "Ano Viejo" is celebrated by placing a firecracker-stuffed dummy (similar to a scarecrow) outside the home. At midnight each family lights the dummy on fire, causing the firecrackers to go off. Peruvians are known to celebrate by wearing yellow underwear. In Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, thousands of white-clad Brazilians plunge into the sea at midnight bearing offerings of flowers, candles, candies, cigars, and sugarcane alcohol for the ocean goddess Iemanja.


Spain�When the clock strikes midnight in Spain, people eat 12 grapes – one grape for every stroke of the clock to represent each month in the year. Each grape is said to bring good luck in the new year. 


Vietnam (Tet Nguyen Day) �Known as "Tet" for short, the Vietnam New Year consists of celebrations that last for three days. During this time, the Vietnamese people light candles to honor their deceased relatives which they believe return during Tet.  





