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If you think sterling silver belongs


on your grandmother’s table, think again!
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When it comes to flatware, table manners take on a whole new meaning. You’ll want to mind your Ps and Qs — presentation, practicality, price and quality. Because sterling silver has long been associated with formal dining, many people shy away from sterling flatware.





Today’s sterling flatware patterns, however, are designed with modern lifestyles in mind. Whether your taste is traditional or trendy, you’ll be sure to find a pattern that’s “you.” And when it comes to presentation, you can’t go wrong with sterling flatware. It’s certain to impress your friends and family, whether they’re gathered for a full-course dinner or a casual buffet. 





If you’ve got doubts about how practical sterling is, you may be surprised to learn that sterling can go in your dishwasher. (If you want to socialize after your meal, simply rinse your sterling first — especially if it has come into contact with foods such as salt, eggs or mayonnaise.) Just be sure not to overdo it with the detergent, and don’t put all your silver in one basket, so to speak — if stainless steel flatware touches your sterling, it can cause permanent damage. 





While you don’t want to mix sterling and stainless in your dishwasher, it’s perfectly acceptable to do so on your table. A combination of sterling and stainless will give your table a more eclectic look.  Plus, this will give you the opportunity to buy  a few sterling place settings a year (if you don't receive a full service as wedding gifts) and still use your sterling in the meantime. If you don’t want the expense of purchasing a whole sterling service now, you may want to start with sterling serving pieces (a hostess set) that coordinate with your stainless. You’ll create an elegant look for your table — without exceeding your budget. 





The only extra effort involved in upkeep is drying your sterling by hand; to preserve its beauty you’ll want to remove the sterling from your dishwasher before the drying cycle and dry it with a soft cloth. But the enjoyment you’ll get from your sterling flatware will be well worth it.





Don’t let price discourage you from purchasing sterling flatware. Sterling patterns are available in a wide range of prices. (Besides, if you’re getting married it’s your wedding guests are the ones who’ll “fork over” the initial investment, right?) Seriously, you need not worry that you’ll scare off folks by registering for sterling. They’re more likely to see your selection as one of good taste and a prudent investment.





That’s because you can’t argue with the quality of sterling silver. Properly cared for sterling will last throughout your life — and then can be given as an heirloom gift to your own children. But we’re getting a bit ahead of ourselves here….





With regular use, sterling silver is actually easier to take care of. When used often, sterling is less likely to tarnish and develops what’s called a patina — a soft, glowing finish. Another advantage of using your sterling often is that you’ll only need to polish it once or twice a year. Use a soft cotton or flannel cloth and a liquid or paste silver polish to remove tarnish.





You also may want to consider having your sterling flatware monogrammed. It’s a great way to make your favorite pattern truly your own. Ask your retailer if this service is available, or for the name of an engraver who specializes in this type of work.





Don’t forget that you’ll need a silver chest or protective bags, too, for storing your sterling. Keep your sterling in an airtight container, away from sunlight and moisture.





From soup spoons to serving spoons and more, here’s the “scoop” on the basic sterling silver sets. You can choose the set — or combination of sets — that best suits your needs.





5-piece placesetting:	Salad fork, place fork*, place knife*, place spoon*, 


teaspoon





6-piece hostess set:	Tablespoon, pierced tablespoon, cold meat fork, butter serving knife, sugar spoon, pie server





38-piece set:	Eight 4-piece placesettings + 6-piece hostess set





40-piece set:	Eight 5-piece placesettings





46-piece set:		Eight 5-piece placesettings + 6-piece hostess set





70-piece set:	Eight 5-piece placesettings, 6-piece hostess set, 8 extra teaspoons, 8 iced beverage spoons, 8 cocktail forks





*Standard American sizes, usually smaller and with slightly wider tines than Dinner size





(Continental style is usually distinguished by larger pieces of a heavier gauge silver. Dinner size is usually smaller in overall scale than Continental size.)








