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For summer, informal is ‘in,’�whether you’re dining in – or out





(copy)





Ah, summertime… the days get longer, the workweeks somehow shorter, and the weekends just aren’t long enough! It’s a time when entertaining at home can mean anything from an invitation-only affair to a simple “Why don’t you stop by after the beach?”





Even if you don’t live near the shore, summertime brings to mind clear-blue skies and deep-blue seas. At Lenox, it also brings to mind blue-hued china patterns, such as Poppies on Blue™ and Poppies on Blue™ Botanical Dinnerware, Butterfly Meadow Sky™, and Swedish Lodge™. 





If you’d like to bring a beach theme to your table décor, purchase small, inexpensive plastic buckets at the toy store and use at each table setting to hold the napkin and utensils. Place goldfish – and water! – in the Assorted Graphics™ Balloon Wine glasses for a unique centerpiece. Their etched designs will give the appearance of bubbles. Or scatter a few seashells (and even some sand from the neighborhood sandbox, if you’re dining outside) on a buffet table.





Of course, you can skip the gritty sand altogether and greet your guests with Golden Sand Dune™ or Sand Dune Platinum™ Dinnerware and Williamsburg® Royal Shell™ Stainless flatware at each setting. Williamsburg® Royal Shell™ is crafted by Kirk Stieff, America's oldest silversmith. Dishwasher-safe and tarnish-free, this pattern is perfect for today's lifestyles – and especially ideal for carefree summer entertaining. You can continue the beach/shell theme with the Butler's Pantry™ 2-tier Shell Server and 4-part Server.





Remember, if you’re entertaining outdoors you could have some uninvited guests – the insect kind, that is. To keep them away – and your invited guests happy – place citronella candles around the dining area, using the Ovations Crosswinds™ Votive or Swedish Lodge™ Handcut Hurricane/Vase for beautiful display. And if you live inland, this crystal hurricane lamp will (fortunately) be as close to a hurricane as you’ll get!





Of course, if you’re dining outdoors a breeze still could wreak havoc with your perfectly set table. That’s why tablecloth weights were invented. They clip onto the edges of your tablecloth to keep the wind from performing its own version of the “tablecloth trick.” And they’re available in kitschy designs ranging from ketchup and mustard bottles to gardening tools to palm trees and hula girls.





The designers at Lenox know that casual entertaining can still be elegant. That’s why they’ve created Casual Elegance dinnerware. The pieces in this versatile pattern are sold individually, so you can tailor the dinner service to your own needs. What’s more, this ivory china pattern is microwave- and dishwasher-safe. That means you’ll spend less time in the kitchen and more time schmoozing with your guests.





Summertime is a great time to rethink the ways you use your favorite china and crystal. Serve a pasta salad – garnished with a flowering zucchini – in the Butler's Pantry™ Low Fruit & Pasta Bowl. Use the Summer Greetings™ Breakfast Cup and Saucer to serve a chilled fruit or vegetable soup. 





If you’re a traditionalist, you can serve cold drinks in the Ovations™ Oasis Iced Beverage, for instance. But who says your guests must sip from stemware? Pour refreshing lemonade into a Les Saisons™ Summer Mug, or a frosty beer in the Riverwood™ Largemouth Bass or Rainbow Trout Mug. Your guests will be hooked!





With Lenox china, crystal and flatware, you won’t have to go fishing for compliments from your summer guests. While they may be surprised to find Lenox on the picnic table, they’re certain to be impressed by its versatility. And you’re certain to love how Lenox makes summertime entertaining both fun and easy.





So grab that paperback book and head for the backyard hammock. After all, you’ve got it made in the shade with Lenox.





