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Fit for a Queen
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President Bush gives Queen Elizabeth
a custom-made gift of Lenox china

(copy)

President Bush recently presented England’s Queen Elizabeth with a custom-made serving set of traditional Lenox ivory fine china.

The gift consisted of two generous platters and a large bowl, all in a matching pattern of predominantly gold and black. Each piece featured an acid-etch gold border currently used by the White House. This pattern was selected by Mrs. Bush from a variety of sketches developed by Lenox designer Tim Carder. The Lenox sketches were among those of other manufacturers, he noted.

Inspiration for the design, Carder said, came from the ceiling of the White House diplomatic reception room. He added that the theme is one favored by both Mrs. Bush and former First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton.

Production of the gift set was a whirlwind, from design to actual crafting. Carder’s concept went from the artwork stage to a finished, custom decal in a mere five weeks. 

“Lenox has created the gifts for all of the State occasions the past two years,” Carder said with pride. Lenox created a customized bowl, based on a design approved by Laura Bush. The bowl was presented to the following dignitaries to mark the occasion of a visit by the President and First Lady or the dignitary’s visit to the United States:
· South Korean President Kim Dae-jung
· Russian President Vladimir Putin Russia

· Malaysian Prime Minister Dr. Mohamad Mahathir 

· Thailand’s Queen Sirikit 

· Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf 

· Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee 

Since 1918, five U.S. presidents – Woodrow Wilson, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Harry Truman, Ronald Reagan, and Bill Clinton – have commissioned Lenox to create their state services. 

Read more about Lenox in the White House

<http://www.lenox.com/about/index.cfm?fuseaction=white_house>

